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From the Headmaster 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Just four weeks into the school year, we already have so much for which to be grateful.  The most common refrain from 
parents attending back to school night was, “The teachers just seem so passionate about their courses.  I wish I could take 
these classes too.”  This past week, as I moved from room to room, visiting classes and experiencing the life of the school, I 
couldn’t help but agree… 
 

A snapshot of life at JPG from this past week: 
   

• Eighth grade students in Mr. Conque’s religion class were discussing Pope Benedict’s essay, “Beauty Saved the World.”   
• Sophomores in Ms. Byers’ Medieval World class were discussing the role of friendship in the conversion                    

 of St. Augustine.   
• Juniors in Mr. Chasuk’s Moral Theology class studied Thomas Aquinas’ view of knowledge and freedom in the       

human soul. 
• Juniors and Seniors in Mr. Albarado’s Advanced Science class enjoyed a lab activity with Dr. Augustus 

Gallo, a professor of organic chemistry from UL. 
• Students of all grades welcomed Mr. Bryan Oehl as our new P.E. teacher.  (Mr. Oehl interned with Mr. Richard and 

Ms. Fouchi two years ago, and we’re blessed to have him back.) 
• The school finalized a partnership with Acadiana Gymnastics to provide a weekly tumbling and gymnastics class to        

Pre-K and Kindergarten students.  
• At our Friday Mass, just after communion, our choir sang Mozart’s Ave Verum, one of the most beautiful              

hymns ever written. 
• At morning prayer, students continued their thirty-three day preparation for the consecration of our school to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
• On Saturday, women from the JPG community prayed through a beautiful morning of recollection in our refectory 
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and chapel. 
• And perhaps most importantly, all week 

long and twenty-four hours a day, parents, 
teachers, students, and friends came to 
our humble adoration chapel to pray for 
their souls and for our school. 
 

This is JPG.  This is the good and sacred work for 
which we sacrifice so much and for which our 
school was founded.  I thank God for the 
privilege to be part of this remarkable community.  

 
 

Peter Fletcher 
President and Headmaster  
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      SPRIRITUAL FORMATION  

1. Adoration - A special thanks to those who have 
become committed adorers and substitutes.  We 
still need to fill a few more vacancies, in addition to 
obtaining more hourly captains to make the 
Adoration Chapel operate more smoothly.  For 
more information, please contact Mr. Scott 
Artigue, or sign up online at jpgacademy.org. 

2. March For Life - All 9-12 grade students are 
encouraged to begin planning and fundraising for 
the March for Life pilgrimage, January 18-23, 
2014.  The trip costs $500, and the initial deposit of 
$100 is due Friday, October 11. This year, JPG will 
join the Baton Rouge Youth March. Parents can 
visit www.youthmarchforlife.org for more details. 
We are really looking forward to this exciting 
pilgrimage!  

3. Challenge Group – Open to girls in grades 5-12. 
Challenge group will meet after school on Fridays 
from 3:00pm-4:30pm and will run through May 
2014. The first meeting and kickoff event will be 
held on September 13. Girls and parents who are 
interested in learning what Challenge is all about, 
are invited to attend. The cost is $80 per child, 
which covers the cost of books, kits, t-shirts, bag, 
supplies, membership fee and team leader kits. You 
can learn more about Challenge by visiting the 
website www.challengeclubs.com or by contacting 
Dawn Hubbell at 296-9707 or 
dhubb70508@aol.com. 

4. Conquest – Open to boys in grades 3-12. 
Conquest group will meet after school on 
Wednesdays from 3:30pm-4:30pm and will run 
through May 2014. The cost is $45 per child, which 
covers the cost of books, kits, tshirts, bag, supplies, 
membership fee, and team leader kits. If you have 
any questions, please contact Eddie Cramer at 351-
1052 or Ricky Fontenot at 344-0989. 

 

5. That Man Is You! By honestly addressing the 
pressures and temptations that men face in our 
modern culture, That Man Is You! seeks to form 
men who will be capable of transforming homes 
and society. The group meets each Monday night, 
beginning September 9, from 6:30-8:00 in the 
refectory. Each meeting will consist of a light meal, 
fellowship, program presentation and a small group 
discussion. For more information, please contact 
Travis Gallet at 962-3361 or tgallet@cox.net.  
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ACADEMICS 

6. Back-to-School Night – You will not want to 
miss this important chance to meet your students’ 
teachers, learn about their classes, and “walk the 
daily schedule” of your children.  More 
information will follow, but be sure to “save the 
date” for September 11, from 6:00-8:30pm.   

7. ACT Prep – We have increased our commitment 
to assist students as they prepare for the ACT this 
year.  During the school day, Mrs. Mahan will be 
teaching an ACT prep course.  The Seniors have 
begun the course this past week (during 4th period 
on Thursdays) and it will end in December.  The 
Juniors will take it in the Spring (during 4th period 
on A Days).   

8. Speech and Debate – Please join the JPG 
Guardian Speech & Debate Team as they have 
their first public practice of the year.  On 
Wednesday, September 25, join us at 5:30pm in 
the JPG Refectory for the Big Swim.  Students will 
practice debating, speaking and performing 
various events, while parents, friends and 
community members can learn more about how to 
judge at tournaments.  This is the last big 
opportunity for our students to prepare before 
heading out for the first tournament of the season 
on October 4 & 5 in New Orleans.  We hope to 
see you at the Big Swim! 

9. Art Guild - An invitation to all parents of budding 
young artists that would like to see their young 
prodigies' work displayed.  Mrs. Cindy Marcantel 
needs helping hands to prepare and hang students' 
artwork, once at the end of the first semester and 
once in the Spring. You will be contacted via e-
mail when there is a "work day".  Please email 
Mrs. Marcantel at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org. 

10. Horticulture - Great things are happening at the 
JPG Garden! During the first few weeks of school, 
the Horticulture class made great strides in getting 
the garden ready for construction and planting. 
Under the direction of Mr. Akers and Ms. Byers, 
students cleaned out the old greenhouse, organized 
supplies and tools, and started an "earthworm 
farm." Mr. Warren Romero generously volunteered 
his time (and tractor) to till and level the land where 
the class plans to construct 8 raised planters. The 
students are very excited about choosing the 
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1. First Friday Devotion – Our next First Friday 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is just a 
few weeks away, on Friday, October 3.  It 
includes Confession at 5pm, Mass at 5:30.  
Normally, we enjoy a potluck dinner after Mass, 
but this time, we will join the Fish Fry for 
Freddie event. 

All are welcome and encouraged to join us for 
this wonderful devotion which will bless you and 
your family.  If you would like to participate, 
please contact Dawn Hubbell at 
dhubb70507@aol.com. 

2. JPG Women's Group – The women from our 
families, faculty, and friends came together this 
past Saturday for a beautiful morning of prayer 
and reflection, led by Mrs. Robin Hebert, 
director of Marriage and Family Ministry at Our 
Lady of Wisdom Catholic Church.  A special 
thanks to all those who worked hard to make this 
day possible.  Stay tuned for future JPG Women 
events. 

3. That Man Is You! – By honestly addressing the 
pressures and temptations that men face in our 
modern culture, That Man Is You! seeks to form 
men who will be capable of transforming homes 
and society.  The group meets each Monday 
night from 6:30-8:00 in the refectory. Each 
meeting will consist of a light meal, fellowship, 
program presentation and a small group 
discussion. For more information, please contact 
Travis Gallet at 962-3361 or tgallet@cox.net.  

4. Adoration – A special thanks to those who have 
become committed adorers and substitutes.  We 
still need to fill a few more vacancies.  For more 
information, please contact Mr. Scott Artigue, or 
sign up online at jpgacademy.org. 

Please prayerfully consider one of the  following 
hours: 

Sundays @ 10am, 11am 
Mondays @ 7am 
Thursdays @ 6am, 5pm 
Fridays @ 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 6pm 
Saturdays @ 2am, 10am, 1pm, 3pm, 4pm, 8pm 
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5. Challenge Club – Challenge is a program and 
club for girls in 5th-12th grade to get to know 
and love their Catholic faith in team activities, to 
learn to live Christian virtue and to make a 
positive difference in the world around them 
through service projects. 

JPG Academy Challenge Club Kickoff--
September 20th.  Any questions contact Dawn 
Hubbell at dhubb70508@aol.com. 

6. St. John Paul the Great Feast Day – October 
22.  This important day for our school will 
include Mass and a Eucharistic Procession led by 
our friend Fr. Champagne, along with a number 
of activities celebrating our school's 
mission.  The highlight of the day will be a 
formal consecration of the school to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.  

JPG families are invited to join our preparation 
for this consecration by praying daily the "33 
Days" booklet that was sent home this past 
week.  Contact the main office if your family did 
not receive one, and please do join us in praying 
for the intercession of Mary our Mother. 
 

ACADEMICS 

7. Speech & Debate –  To prepare for the 2014-
2015 speech & debate season, students will be 
holding the annual Big Swim event to practice for 
the public.  All parents, siblings, faculty, staff and 
community members are invited to attend.  We 
will begin at 5:30pm (with some snacks) in the 
Refectory on Wednesday, September 24.  Our 
new and returning speech & debate competitors 
will be practicing their events, so we encourage 
all to come and help our students prepare for the 
year.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Mrs. Mahan at DMahan@JPGAcademy.org. 

8. Gymnastics Program for Pre-K & K – JPG has 
finalized a partnership with Acadiana Gymnastics 
to provide a free weekly tumbling and gymnastics 
class to Pre-K and Kindergarten students.  We 
are piloting this program this year, and we are 
grateful to Acadiana Gymnastics for supporting 
our school. 
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varieties of plants for the garden and working toward a 
fall harvest. If you are interested in assisting with this 
project, please contact Mr. Kory Akers 
at kakers@jpgacademy.org 

11. Library – This year the library has added six new 
computers for research and one computer for 
searching the library catalog. Parents and students are 
able to access the library catalog online, check on the 
availability of a book, browse the collection or use 
one search for research. You can go directly to the 
library website by visiting 
jpgacademy.follettdestiny.com, and then clicking on 
John Paul the Great.  Ms. Cespiva has been working 
very hard to get all of the books into the computer, 
however, not all of the collection has been cataloged 
and entered. We hope to have all of them entered by 
the end of the year. 

 

      CAMPUS LIFE 

12. JPG Fall Fest - Save the date! Sunday, November 3. 
We’ll begin with a big 11:00am Mass and then watch 
the Saints game on the outdoor big screen TV! Lots 
of food, games and fun for the entire family. Our 
main stage will be headlined by “Bonsoir, Catin!”  
Don’t forget, volunteers are needed to help make 
this fundraiser a great success! You can sign up 
online starting Thursday, September 5, or by calling 
the front office.  

13. Take charge of Education with Target – Did you 
know there’s an easy way to help us raise money for 
our school? Here’s how it works: Visit 
Target.com/tcoe to designate JPG as your school 
(ID#153293), then use your Target REDcard (or 
Target Credit/Visa/Debit) whenever you shop. 
Target will then donate up to 1% of your purchases 
to our school. Grandparents, alumni, friends and 
neighbors are all welcome to participate in the 
program! 

14. Homecoming - September 26: Pep rally and parade 
1:00pm @ JPG, football game 6:00pm @ Clark 
Field, Lafayette. September 28: Homecoming dance 
7:30pm-10:30pm (location TBD). Fundraising for 
this event will begin Tuesday, September 3. We will 
kick off with a honey-biscuit and sausage breakfast. 
The tickets will go on sale Tuesday morning and the 
breakfast will be served Thursday, September 5, in 
the refectory from 7:15am-7:45am.  We really want 
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to make Homecoming a great experience for everyone, 
so please help us in making this fundraiser a great 
success!  

15. Reminder: Appropriate Attire at School 
Competitions and on Campus - An essential and 
practical way that we help our students to grow in virtue 
and holiness is to require them to dress appropriately 
and modestly any time they represent themselves as JPG 
students.  Having a dress code that echoes our Catholic 
values teaches students that we all seek to practice what 
we preach.  We care too much about our students to 
acquiesce to a culture bent on compromising their moral 
integrity.  (You can think of Miley Cyrus in this regard, 
and do pray for her and all of our young women).  
Please see the Dress Code section of the Family 
Handbook for further information. 

16. Campus Security - Please be aware that we have 
updated and activated our security system at JPG.  If you 
have a weekend or evening event planned, be certain 
that if you secure the building keys that you also know 
how to disarm and rearm the system.  There are financial 
fees for false alarms, so it is important that we keep our 
buildings secure and avoid these extra costs. 

17. Senior Pilgrimage to the Blue Ridge Mountains – 
Following the example and spirit of Blessed John Paul 
the Great, our seniors will spend a week traveling to 
beautiful historic Churches and hiking into some of the 
most pristine wilderness in America near Camp 
Chosotonga in North Carolina.  Some highlights will 
include Mass, daily prayer, physical and mental 
challenges, and breathtaking views that will draw us 
deeper into God’s love.  Camp Chosotonga is one of the 
very best Catholic summer camps in North America.  
Many conversions and priestly vocations have been 
credited to this extraordinary place.  For more 
information, visit their website 2funcamps.com.  
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CAMPUS LIFE  

9. Fish Fry for Freddie!  The JPG Volleyball 
team will dedicate their last home game this 
season to Freddie Gaspard, father of senior 
athlete Katy Gaspard. Mr. Freddie has given 
countless hours of time, talent, and treasure to 
JPG, and has always done it with a smile on his 
face. Anyone who met Mr. Freddie will 
understand the tremendous and indescribable 
gift he is to our school. He was recently 
diagnosed with ALS, and has been bravely 
battling it for some time.   

On October 3, at their last home game of the 
season, the volleyball players will be selling 
large fried catfish dinners and donating all the 
proceeds from this and from the game to Mr. 
Freddie and his family.  To pre-order plate 
dinners or to donate, please contact the main 
office.  We invite you to come and support this 
generous, joyful man. Game starts at 5pm! 

10. St. Gerard Society – We are excited to 
announce the arrival of two new blessings! 
Abigail Elizabeth Cramer, daughter of Eddie & 
Katie Cramer, born August 25; and Jude 
Patrick Travosos, son of Aaron & Jeanne 
Travosos, born August 23. If you’d like more 
information about the St. Gerard Society, 
please contact Bernie Gauthe at 337-274-8227 
or Bernie.gauthe@gmail.com. 

11. New: Annual Lunch Orders - In response to 
a parent suggestion, we have created a way for 
students to order lunches for the entire school 
year.  You can be billed monthly or 
annually.  Simply contact the main office any 
time between now and September 24, and let 
them know that you wish to order lunch every 
day for your child, beginning October 1st 
through the end of the school year.  We are 
also working on a way to streamline lunch 
ordering and make it even more flexible. Stay 
tuned... 

12. Box Tops & CC Coffee Labels – Please 
remember to save and turn in your box tops 
and community coffee labels.  Also, check for 
expiration dates.  
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13. JPG Family Directory – This is the last call for 
parents who wish to include their business 
information in this year’s family directory.  You may 
contact the main office to share this information.  
There is no charge for this optional service. If you 
also wish to buy a full page or half page ad for your 
business, please contact Mr. Adam Conque, our 
Advancement Coordinator, at 
aconque@jpgacademy.org for details.  The deadline 
is Tuesday, September 22. 

14. Asbestos Notice: Building a new school on a 
beautiful, old, traditional property comes with it 
many blessings and challenges.  Knowing that we 
will need to continue creating new classrooms to 
provide for enrollment growth, we contracted with 
an accredited asbestos inspector to test materials 
throughout the campus and to create a management 
plan and maintenance program for our future 
construction projects.  A copy of the full report and 
plan is available in the administrative office for your 
review.   

Although some asbestos containing materials were 
found, primarily in the tile flooring of the second 
and third floor of the main building, there is no need 
to be concerned about an unhealthy exposure to 
these materials.   No asbestos was found in the gym 
or chapel building, and no asbestos was found in the 
plaster, walls, or ceilings of any of the buildings, 
clearing the way for future remodeling projects 
needed for the growth of our school.  



 

 

  

JPG Facebook Page / Scholarship Donation!  - Starting now, thanks to a new donation to our 
Annual Giving Campaign, every new “like” on the John Paul the Great Academy Facebook page will be 
matched by a donation of $1 to the JPG Scholarship Fund up to $5000 for 5000 new likes. By liking and 
sharing the page, you can enable a child to attend JPG who would otherwise not be able to. Please, 
take a few seconds to like and share the JPG Facebook page to make a lifetime impact on a child. 
Progress will be given midway through the week. Spread the word.  www.facebook.com/JPGacademy 


